THE BENEFICE OF SOUTH FRAMLAND & THE HIGH FRAMLAND PARISH

The Parish Bulletin

SHARING GOD’S LOVE WITH THE VILLAGES OF BRANSTON, BUCKMINSTER, COSTON, CROXTON KERRIAL, EDMONDTHORPE,
GARTHORPE, HARSTON, KNIPTON, SALTBY, SAXBY, SEWSTERN, SPROXTON, STAPLEFORD, WYFORDBY AND WYMONDHAM

Christmas Day
Saturday 25th December 2021

Gathering Sentence
cf. Isaiah 9.2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined.

The Collect
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten
Son to take our nature upon him and as at this time
to be born of a pure virgin: grant that we, who have
been born again and made your children by
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
(or)
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us
to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept
our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour
and our eternal God. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 9.2-7

A reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. You have
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as

people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the
day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born
for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time onwards and
for evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
do this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 96

Refrain: Sing to the Lord a new song; [sing to
the Lord, all the earth].
Sing to the Lord and bless his name; tell out his
salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among
the nations and his wonders among all peoples. R
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he
is more to be feared than all gods. For all the gods
of the nations are but idols; it is the Lord who made
the heavens. R
Honour and majesty are before him; power and
splendour are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the Lord,
you families of the peoples; ascribe to the Lord
honour and strength. R
Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;
bring offerings and come into his courts. O worship
the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole
earth tremble before him. R
Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king.
He has made the world so firm that it cannot be
moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. R
Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the fields
be joyful and all that is in them; let all the trees of
the wood shout for joy before the Lord. R
For he comes, he comes to judge the earth; with
righteousness he will judge the world and the
peoples with his truth. R

Epistle Reading
Titus 2.11-14

A reading from the Letter to Titus.
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation
to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are
self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory
of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us
from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his
own who are zealous for good deeds.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory.
Alleluia.

Gospel Reading
Luke 2.1-14 [15-20]

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city
of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not

be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory
to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favours!’
[When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.]
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Communion Sentence
Luke 2.15b
Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.

Prayer after Communion
God our Father, whose Word has come among us
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: may the light of
faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words and
deeds; through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen.

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!
Wellcome, all wonders in one sight!
Eternitie shut in a span,
summer in winter, day in night,
Heaven in Earth, and God in man;
great little one! whose all-embracing birth
lifts earth to heav’n, stoops heav’n to earth.
—Richard Crashaw (1612-1649)

UPCOMING SERVICES
Friday 24th December 2021
Christmas Eve
3:00 pm Nativity and Carols | Branston
6:00 pm Carol Service | Wymondham
9:00 pm Christmas Communion | Harston
11:30 pm Midnight Mass | Sewstern
Saturday 25th December 2021
Christmas Day
8:00 am Christmas Communion | Coston
10:00 am Christmas Celebration | Buckminster
10:00 am Christmas Communion | Saltby
12:00 pm Christmas Celebration | Zoom
Sunday 26th December 2021
The First Sunday of Christmas
Please note that there will be
no services until the New Year.
Sunday 2nd January 2022
The Epiphany
9:00 am Holy Communion | Branston
11:00 am Holy Communion | Wymondham

MINISTRY TEAM CONTACT DETAILS

MUSIC AT SERVICES
As singing is allowed, you are encouraged to come
ready to sing. While masks are still mandatory for all
attending services, even these won’t dampen our
joy. For those of you planning to come to services
based on music, be advised that service will feature
different styles of musical worship.
The Nativity and Crib at 3:00 pm on Christmas
Eve will feature both traditional carols and
contemporary music; the service of Christmas
Communion at 9:00 pm on Christmas Eve will
feature traditional carols and music; and the service
of Midnight Mass at 11:30 pm will feature muchloved carols set to contemporary music. Something
for everyone!
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PLEASE TAKE THIS PEW SHEET AWAY WITH YOU.
Find us online: www.framlandparishes.org

